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What is Childlink? 

Childlink is a source of information on children, young people and families in the UK and 
Ireland. Topics covered include Welfare, Education, Health and Justice. Types of 
resource accessible through this service include Statistics, Research Papers, Acts of 
Parliament, Law Reports and News stories. Over one million pages of information are 
available. 

 
1. How can I access it? 

• In Internet Explorer, type in the address below: 
 

http://www.childlink.co.uk 
 

• To use this site from outside college, choose ‘Login via your home institution’, select 
‘Hull College Group (Shibboleth)’ and log in using your College network username 
and password. 

 
2. Searching 

• Type the words you want to search for in the box on the 
right-hand side of the page. 
 

• Use the advanced search option to narrow your search 
down by type of information, Childlink section, or region. 

 
• Click on Search.  
 

3. Viewing and using your search 
results 

• Your search results will be listed as a 
series of headings followed by an 
extract from the information source. 
Results are sorted by date with the 
most recent at the top.  

 
• Click on a heading to view more 

information. Some items will open as 
another web page, others in a new 
window as an Acrobat document. 
 

• To print a web page, click on Printer-
friendly version at the bottom of the 
screen, then select File and Print. 

 
 
• To print an Acrobat document, click on the Print icon  

 



http://library.hull-college.ac.uk 
 

This document is available in an alternative format upon request. 
 

 
4. Browsing 

 
• The menus provided on the left-hand side of the screen allows you to browse though 

a variety of topics. 
 
• Topics lets you look through news items and government papers, 

subdivided by region and subject – Welfare, Education, Health, 
Justice, Youth and Employment. Items are listed in chronological 
order.  

 
 
• Resources lets you look for particular kinds of information – 

News, Government Papers, Official Statistics, Research Papers, 
Legislation, Parliamentary Questions and Debates, Benefit 
information, relevant Case Law and video clips. Items are listed 
in chronological order. Also included is a section called ‘Library’ 
which provides publication details and brief summaries of books 
published in this field. There is also a section called ‘Featured 
Cases’ which brings together information on special child-related 
cases or events in the media. 

 
 
Tips 
 
• For further information on how to use Childlink with your course, click on the Study 

Guides option listed under Services on the left-hand menu. 
 
• If you’re not sure which resource category to search under, try Papers as the items 

covered by this category tend to give a good introduction to a topic.  For example, a 
search for ‘Bullying’ within Papers will give you a definition of bullying, a guide to the 
law etc. 

 

 


