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What is Dawsonera? 
Dawsonera provides access to a variety of ebooks – electronic books that can be read or 
downloaded on a computer  
 
 
How can I access it?  
• In Internet Explorer, type in the address below:  
  

http://www.dawsonera.com 
  
• Choose the ‘Enter your institutional 

username and password’ option 
 
• Choose ‘Hull College (Shibboleth)’ from the list of institutions 
 
• Log in using your College network username and password   
  
• If a book in the Library is available electronically, a direct link to the ebook will  

also be found on the Library Catalogue  
 
 
Browsing ebooks owned by the library  
• Click on the ebook catalogue tab to view a list of the ebooks owned by the library:  
 
 
 
• Alternatively, type keywords in the ‘Quick Search’ box. A list of all the eBooks 

containing those words will be displayed. Remove the ‘Include not owned books’ tick 
to revise your search so that only eBooks owned by the Library are displayed 

• Click on the title of a book for more information about that book, including a  
table of contents.  

• You can download an eBook for up to 7 days, read it online, or add it to your list  
of favourites.  

• Downloaded eBooks are given a number for a file name – you may want to change 
this to something else to make it easier to find later. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



http://library.hull-college.ac.uk 
 

This document is available in an alternative format upon request. 

Reading an ebook  
• If a book is owned by the library, a green ‘Read online’ button is displayed. Click on 

the Read online button. The ebook will then be displayed.  
• You can also read books not owned by the library, but only 

for up to 5 minutes. Click on the ‘5 min Preview’ button if 
you want to do this. 

• The menu above the ebook lets you navigate from one page to another, and also  
gives you the option to increase or decrease the size of a page.  
 

• The menu on the left-hand side of the ebook gives a number of options:  
  

• Table of Contents gives links to different parts of an  
ebook  

  
• Notes lets you write notes about particular pages of an  

ebook which you can then download  
  
• Search lets you search through the text of the ebook by  

keyword  
  
• Copy lets you copy part or all of a certain number of  

pages of the ebook. Click on Copy, and you will be told  
how many pages you are allowed to copy. Then click on  
OK and copy the text you require  

  
• Print lets you print a certain number of pages of the  

ebook, using the same procedure as Copy above  
  

You will only be able to Copy and Print from books that the library owns. 
  
 
Browsing ebooks not owned by the library  
• Click on the advanced search tab:  
  
• Tick the ‘include not owned’ box, and search by keyword. You can also narrow  

your search down by date and/or subject area  
• Ebooks that are not owned by the library can previewed for up to 5 minutes.  

After that, if you think that a title should be bought by the library, click on the ‘Suggest 
for Purchase’ button 

• Some ebooks can also be rented for 1 to 3 weeks for a smaller cost than the full  
purchase – if you would like this option, click on the ‘Pay to rent eBook’ button and 
and follow the steps to pay online 

 

 


